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As  the  Nation's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned  public  lands  and 
natural  resources.  This  includes  fostering  the  wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources,  protecting  our  fish  and  wildlife,  preserving  the 
environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and  historical  places,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  through  outdoor  recreation. 
The  Department  assesses  our  energy  and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that  their  development  is  in  the  best  interest  of  all  our  people. 
The  Department  also  has  a  major  responsibility  for  American  Indian  reservation  communities  and  for  people  who  live  in  Island  Territories  under 
U.S.  administration. 
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This  planning  update  is  designed  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  Prineville  District's  ongoing  progress  toward 
implementing  land  use  plans  and  managing  public  lands  in  central  Oregon.  Your  interest  and  participation 
in  various  BLM  programs  and  operations  are  very  important  to  our  success.  Thanks  for  your  continued 
interest  in  the  management  of  our  public  lands. 


James  L.  Hancock 
District  Manager 
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Feature  Articles:  Several  articles  have  been  developed  on 
high  public  interest  topics  throughout  the  District.  These 
articles  cover  such  topics  as  the  Central  Oregon  Fire  Orga- 
nization, a  Weed  Management  demonstration  area  and  our 
Paleontology  program.  A  District  map  is  included  to  help 
orient  you  to  the  geographic  areas  represented  by  these  ar- 
ticles as  well  as  other  information  throughout  the  document. 

Plan  Implementation  Progress:  This  section  provides  a 
brief  report  of  the  progress  made  last  year  toward  imple- 
mentation of  the  District's  three  land  use  plans.  These  plans 
include  the  John  Day  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP) 
completed  in  1985,  the  Two  Rivers  RMP  (1986)  and  the 
Brothers-LaPine  RMP  (1989).  The  District  is  working  on 
an  amendment  for  a  portion  of  the  Brothers-LaPine  RMP 
and  completing  another  amendment  on  land  tenure  adjust- 
ments in  the  John  Day  RMP. 

Volunteer  Program  Activity/Opportunities:  The  BLM  de- 
pends very  heavily  on  volunteer  service  by  the  public  in  nu- 
merous activities/roles  to  help  manage  the  public  lands. 
Countless  hours  of  high  quality  public  service  are  donated 
annually  throughout  our  District,  the  State  and  the  western 


U.S.  This  section  of  the  summary  will  highlight  the  valu- 
able contributions  that  these  dedicated  volunteers  make  as 
well  as  providing  information  about  the  types  of  opportuni- 
ties available  for  future  volunteer  work  in  the  Prineville  Dis- 
trict. 

Environmental  AssessmentfEA)  Register:  The  Eastern  Or- 
egon BLM  Districts  have  been  distributing  an  EA  register  to 
interested  individuals  and  groups  for  several  years.  This  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  to  become  involved  or  provide  input 
into  a  variety  of  planned  projects  on  an  individual  project 
basis.  Availability  of  these  EA's  will  be  placed  in  the  "Cen- 
tral Oregonian"  newspaper  of  Prineville  as  well  as  the  news- 
paper source  closest  to  the  proposed  action. 

We  hope  you  find  this  document  interesting  and  informative. 
We  want  to  make  future  such  documents  even  better  and 
would  appreciate  any  comments  you  may  have  regarding 
format,  content,  etc.  Please  send  comments  to:  District 
Manager,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  P.O.  Box  550, 
Prineville,  OR  97754.  Thanks  for  your  continued  interest  in 
the  Prineville  District's  activities  in  managing  your  public 
lands. 
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Record  flooding  on  the 
Lower  Deschutes  River  in 
early  February  of  1996, 
caused  extensive  damage  to 
campgrounds,  boat  ramps 
and  the  BLM  access  road 
along  the  east  bank  of  the 
river.  Following  the  flood, 
campgrounds  were  closed  for 
safety  and  sanitation  reasons. 
Debris  littered  the  areas, 
garbage  dumpsters  and  tables 
were  washed  away  and  toilet 
vaults  were  flooded.  Clean- 
up has  begun,  but  not  all  sites 
will  be  opened  or  functional  this  year.  The  popular  Beavertail  Campground  was  heavily  damaged  and  will  likely 
be  closed  all  season.  Blue  Hole's  wheelchair  accessible  fishing  dock  was  destroyed.  Efforts  are  underway  with 
volunteer  groups  to  help  rebuild  the  dock. 

Numerous  other  volunteer  groups  have  helped  remove  woody  debris  from  campground  roads  and  parking  areas, 
reset  signs  and  barrier  posts,  as  well  as  giving  the  river  an  overall  cleaning  from  all  the  non-woody  debris  that 
washed  down  the  river  during  the  flooding. 

BLM  has  placed  a  locked  gate  across  the  17-mile  gravel  road  from  Buckhollow  to  Macks  Canyon  until  a  severe 
road  cut  about  5  miles  down  the  road  can  be  made  safe  for  vehicle  passage.  A  large  piece  of  the  paved  access 
road  near  the  Oak  Springs  Rapids  was  washed  away.  This  was  a  popular  section  for  visitors  to  park  and  watch 
rafters  going  through  the  rapid.  Numerous  other  road  shoulders  were  eaten  away  by  the  flood  waters  along  the 
entire  access  road.  About  100,000  cubic  yards  of  rip-rap  and  fill  will  be  needed  to  make  repairs. 

Damage  to  the  BLM  road  and  recreation  sites  on  the  Lower  Deschutes  is  estimated  at  about  1 .5  million  dollars. 
The  amount  of  repairs  and  the  speed  at  which  they  take  place  will  depend  on  how  much  and  when  flood  relief 
money  becomes  available.  For  more  specific  information  on  the  status  of  the  recreational  facilities  along  the 
river,  call  the  BLM  at  (541)  416-6700. 
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LUNTEERS  MAKE  A  BIG 
DIFFERENCE 


Each  year,  volunteers  spend 
thousands  of  hours  helping  the 
Prineville  District  Office 
improve  the  health  of  the  land. 
The  Adopt-An-Open-Space 
program  has  been  the  vehicle 
that  many  individuals  and 
groups  have  embraced  to 
accomplish  much  more  than  the 
BLM  could  ever  do  on  its  own. 

The  Adopt-An-Open-Space 
program  was  created  in  response 
to  the  growing  population  in 
Central  Oregon  and  the  in- 
creased pressure  on  public  lands 
near  our  cities  and  towns. 
Working  together,  vandalism, 
dumping,  and  other  illegal 
activities  have  been  reduced  on 
public  lands.  Our  common  goal 
is  to  clean  up  public  lands  and 
build  and  maintain  facilities  for 
everyone  to  enjoy.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  volunteers,  projects  have  been  carried  out  on  BLM  managed  public  lands  in  the 
urban  interface,  the  high  desert,  and  along  the  Crooked  and  John  Day  Rivers.  Listed  below  are  some  of  the  main  activities 
that  have  occurred  in  the  past  few  years. 

Numerous  clean  ups  of  illegal  dump  sites  in  the  urban  interface  have  occurred  in  the  past  few  years.  At  Redmond  Caves, 

over  700  bags  of  trash  and  approximately  200  tires  were  picked  up  by  the  National  Guard,  local  Cub  Scouts,  Bend  Senior 

Hikers,  Oregon  Equestrian 

Trails,  Alfalfa  Marketeers, 

Canyon  River  Volunteers,  Sierra 

Club,  Fly  Fishers,  and  the 

Shrader  and  Hickman  families. 

Approximately  10,000  pounds 

of  trash  and  over  100  tires  were 

picked  up  on  Section  1 1 ,  off  of 

SE  27th  Street  in  Bend,  by  50 

volunteers  representing  the 

BLM;  the  Willamette  Valley 

Grotto,  the  Portland  Chapter  of 

the  National  Speleological 

Society  (a  cave  conservation 

club);  the  Mountain  View  High 

School,  and  others.  Caves  were 

also  cleaned  out  to  provide 

improved  habitat  for  bat 

species. 


Three  major  clean  ups  occurred 
off  of  Alfalfa  Market  Road 


northeast  of 
Bend.  The 
Alfalfa 
Marketeers 
cleaned  up  a 
large  dumpsite 
from  the  720 
acre  parcel  south 
of  the  Bend 
Airport. 
Friends,  neigh- 
bors, and  a  4-H 
club  cleaned  up 
the  motorcycle 
play  area  and 
lands  surround- 
ing Mayfield 
Pond.  The 
Alfalfa  Land 
Watch  monitored 
a  busy  section  of 
land  and 
organized  a 
major  clean  up 
in  the  area. 


Thanks  also  goes  to  the  Oregon  National  Guard  Youth  Challenge  Program  for  cleaning  up  illegal  dumps  and  accumulated 
litter  in  several  problem  areas  throughout  the  Central  Oregon  region.  Many  truck  loads  of  debris  have  been  taken  to  the 
landfill  as  a  result  of  their  volunteer  efforts. 

In  the  La  Pine  part  of  the  urban  interface,  construction  of  Central  Oregon's  first  Rideshare  Center  on  public  land  was 
completed  at  Wickiup  Junction.  The  Deschutes  County  Road  Department  and  the  La  Pine  community  donated  considerable 
money  and  materials  to  this  project  and  seven  community  groups  participated  in  its  implementation. 

On  the  high  desert,  the  Bend  Senior  Hikers  and  the  Bend  Metro  Parks  and  Recreation  District  collected  a  significant  amount 
of  trash  during  weekly  hikes  along  old  Highway  20  and  next  to  Horse  Ridge.  Also,  about  30  acres  of  high  desert  were 
restored  when  Randy  Cattrell  and  approximately  55  high  school  students  and  leaders  picked  up  five  loads  of  trash  during 
the  Bitterroot  Ridge  clean  up. 

On  the  Crooked  River,  clean  ups,  tree  plantings,  campground  restoration,  and  trail  building  have  all  occurred  due  to 
volunteer  labor.  Tim  Huntley  from  the  Crook  County  High  School  has  been  instrumental  in  organizing  two  major  clean  ups 
and  tree  plantings  on  the  Crooked  River.  Over  1000  ponderosa  pine  seedlings  were  planted  along  a  four  mile  stretch  of  the 
river  with  over  200  students  and  their  families  participating.  Also,  on  the  Crooked  River,  the  Central  Oregon  Youth 
Conservation  Crew  donated  several  work  months  to  upgrade  the  Chimney  Rock  campground.  The  crew  built  a  1600  foot 
hardpacked  wheelchair  accessible  trail,  installed  barrier  posts,  constructed  a  pole  fence,  assisted  in  building  a  handicap 
fishing  dock,  pulled  noxious  weeds,  and  generally  spruced  up  the  area.  The  Crook  County  High  School  Wood  Shop 
donated  many  hours  to  the  construction  of  a  wheelchair  accessible  fishing  dock.  Humanity  On  Patrol,  a  group  of  juniors 
from  Crook  County  High  School,  constructed  a  large  portion  of  the  1.7  mile  scenic  trail  from  the  Chimney  Rock  camp- 
ground to  Chimney  Rock  on  the  canyon  rim. 

On  the  John  Day  River,  the  Oregon  Trail  4-H  Club  has  adopted  a  community  park  of  local  importance. 


As  you  can  see,  the  list  of  accomplishments  related  to  the  Adopt- An-Open-Space  program  is  quite  long.  It  is  easy  to 
understand  why  the  program  and  the  many  volunteers  who  contribute  their  time  and  effort  to  its  ongoing  success  are  so 
important  to  the  Prineville  District.  Again,  we  would  like  to  thank  all  of  you  for  caring  for  our  public  lands.  If  you  would 
like  to  coordinate  any  future  plans  with  us  or  adopt  a  parcel  of  BLM  managed  public  lands,  feel  free  to  call  Roy  Tidwell  at 
(541)  416-6779.  See  you  on  the  next  project! 


Volunteer 
Opportunities 

The  success  of  the  Prineville  District's  volunteer  program  is  evident  in  its  continued  ability  to  accom- 
plish many  on-the-ground  projects  and  services.  In  the  past  year  volunteers  contributed  a  total  of  15,000 
hours  of  public  service.  The  BLM's  volunteer  program  offers  a  wide  variety  of  opportunities  for  indi- 
viduals or  groups  to  assist  in  the  management  of  public  lands.  It  also  facilitates  community  outreach 
partnerships  and  strengthens  stewardship. 

Volunteer  opportunities  include  positions  as  Campground  Hosts    and  several  organized  volunteer 
events.  These  events  include  rewarding  work  such  as  river  clean-ups,  riparian  rehabilitation  projects, 
John  Day  and  Deschutes  River  tree  planting  projects,  and  the  Adopt-An-Open-Space  program.  Some  of 
these  events  may  be  only  a  day  in  duration,  others  may  occur  over  a  few  days  or  maybe  several  days,  but 
all  are  basically  short  term. 

Campground  Hosts 

The  1996  volunteer  Campground  Host  opportunities  are  available  for  individuals,  couples,  or  families  at 
several  campgrounds  throughout  the  Prineville  District,  but  primarily  along  the  Lower  Crooked,  Lower 
Deschutes  and  John  Day  Rivers.  These  spectacular  areas  boast  excellent  fishing,  hiking,  nature  walking, 
and  boating  opportunities.  Campground  Hosts  welcome  and  provide  information  to  campers,  conduct 
educational  programs,  collect  visitor  use  information,  conduct  resource  restoration  work,  and  maintain 
campground  facilities.  Hosts  should  enjoy  working  with  people  and  living  in  remote  areas  without 
utility  hook-ups. 
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Accomplishments  provided  by  volunteers  over  the  past  years  have  included  such  tasks  as  completion  of 
a  campground  inventory,  installation  of  cattle  guards,  visitor-use  inventory  collection,  posting  public 
lands  boundaries,  monitoring  Wilderness  Study  Areas,  inventory  of  potential  wilderness  areas,  repairing 
wildlife  guzzlers,  conducting  stream  surveys,  creating  an  informational  display,  mapping  visual  re- 
sources, paleontological  surveys,  tree  watering,  compiling  boater  statistics,  and  construction  of  a  handi- 
capped access  fishing  ramp/trail. 

The  above  volunteer  projects  are  among  numerous  ongoing  efforts  designed  to  be  fun  and  rewarding, 
and  to  give  the  public  a  chance  to  see  how  their  public  lands  are  managed.  We  encourage  you  to  come 
and  experience  what  you  can  do  for  the  public  lands and  what  they  can  do  for  you. 


Bureau  of  Land  Management 


Rediscover  your 
Public  Lands 


JO/n  ^Anniversary  CjeJeora/ion 


&r,jt,t  i^ign    i/n/ai 


sary  theme  into  their 
fair  exhibits,  environ- 
mental education  pro- 
grams, outreach  pro- 
grams, and  events  on 
public  lands  as  well  as 
previously  planned 
volunteer  projects 
through-out  the  year. 


The  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  is  cel- 
ebrating its  50th  anni- 
versary as  an  agency 
this  year.  The  anniver- 
sary day  is  July  16, 
1996.    The  Prineville 
District  will  be  incor- 
porating the  anniver- 
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To  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  with  emphasis  on  the  theme  "Rediscover  Your 
Public  Lands"  the  Prineville  District  will  be  hosting  a  volunteer  project  called  "Return 
to  Bridge  Creek"  on  September  14  and  15.  In  1990  more  than  500  people  volunteered 
their  efforts  to  work  on  riparian  improvements  on  BLM  land  near  Mitchell.  These  volun- 
teers with  differing  land  use  goals  joined  for  the  common  task  of  repairing  riparian  habitat 
along  Bridge  Creek. 

The  BLM  and  the  Izaak  Walton  League's  Public  Lands  Restoration  Task  Force  are  again 
joining  forces  to  plan  a  volunteer  effort  on  the  Bridge  Creek  watershed.  A  major  emphasis 
of  volunteer  activities  will  be  on  monitoring  and  studying  the  results  of  the  1990  riparian 
habitat  improvement  projects.  Other  activities  may  include  weed  inventory  and  control, 
removing  fencing  and  garbage  dumps,  spring  developments,  and  fence  construction. 


The  overall  goals  of  the 
project  will  be  to  pro- 
vide an  opportunity  to 
see  the  results  of  past 
volunteer  efforts,  to 
keep  open  the  commu- 
nication of  many  dif- 
ferent interest  groups 
and  to  complete  quality 
projects  that  indeed 


help  improve  ecosys- 
tem conditions. 

For  more  information 
about  the  volunteer 
project  please  contact 
Dan  Tippy  at  the  BLM 
office  in  Prineville  at 
(541)416-6700. 


planning  for  £entr«l  Oregon's 
future 

In  the  fall  of  1994,  the 
Prineville  District  BLM  be- 
gan to  take  a  hard  look  at 
management  of  public  lands 
in  Central  Oregon.  Popula- 
tion growth  and  the  resulting 
new  concerns  related  to  re- 
source damage,  social  con- 
flicts, and  public  safety  on 
BLM  managed  public  lands 
in  the  area  prompted  the  "ur- 
ban interface"  planning  pro- 
cess. The  Urban  Interface 
Resource  Management  Plan 
(RMP)  and  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (EIS)  is  an 
amendment  to  the  1989 
Brothers/La  Pine  RMP  and 
EIS.  The  Brothers/La  Pine 
RMP  does  not  adequately  ad- 
dress the  increased  number  and  diversity  of  uses  in  Central  Oregon  today.    When  completed,  the  Urban  Interface 
Plan  will  outline  management  strategies  for  solving  a  number  of  concerns  on  approximately  181,000  acres  of 
public  lands  near  the  cities  of  Bend,  Redmond,  Sisters,  and  La  Pine.  Besides  addressing  present  day  issues,  the 
plan  is  being  designed  to  anticipate  and  plan  for  future  trends. 

For  analysis  purposes,  the  urban  interface  planning  area  is  divided  into  four  management  areas:  Smith  Rock 

(2,114  acres  of  public  land),  Cline  Buttes  (53,269  acres  of  public  land),  Bend-Redmond  (84,159  acres  of  public 

land),  and  La  Pine  (41,443 

acres  of  public  land).  Each 

management  area  offers 

unique  characteristics  and 

opportunities. 

Five  major  issues,  or  con- 
cerns, have  been  identified  in 
the  urban  interface  planning 
area.  These  are:  economic 
benefits,  healthy  and  diverse 
ecosystems,  lands  and  realty, 
public  safety  and  education, 
and  recreation. 

With  public  and  agency  in- 
put, the  Prineville  District 
has  prepared  draft  alterna- 
tives, or  management  strate- 
gies, for  addressing  the  is- 
sues described  above.  The 
draft  alternatives  include  the 
following  management 


themes:  continue  to  follow  the  guidelines  in  the  1989  Brothers/La  Pine  RMP  (No  Action),  emphasize  natural 
system  processes  within  the  context  of  the  social  setting  (Alternative  A),  or  emphasize  uses  consistent  with  land- 
scape management  designs  and  biological  objectives  (Alternative  B). 

A  brochure  and  map  with  the  final  list  of  issues  and  draft  alternatives  for  the  urban  interface  plan  will  be  pub- 
lished and  sent  out  for  public  review  and  comment  this  spring.  The  Draft  RMP/EIS  is  scheduled  for  completion 
in  1996  and  the  Proposed  RMP/Final  EIS  in  1997.  Individuals  who  received  the  Prineville  District  Planning  Up- 
date are  on  the  urban  interface  mailing  list.  Please  remember,  your  comments,  concerns,  and  ideas  for  solving  is- 
sues on  BLM  managed  public  lands  are  important  to  us.  By  working  together,  we  can  find  innovative  solutions 
to  issues  that  will  meet  the  needs  of  the  community  and  users  of  public  land  while  maintaining  resource  values. 
We  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you.  In  addition,  if  you  have  any  questions  about  the  urban  interface  planning 
effort,  feel  free  to  call  Karen  Perault  at  the  Prineville  District  Office  at  (541)  416-6711. 


Sutton  Mountain 

Coordinated 

Resource 

Management  Plan  (CRMP) 

Since  completion  of  the  Sutton  Mountain  land  exchange  in  1991,  the  Prineville  BLM  has  been 
working  on  a  management  plan  for  the  area.  The  exchange  brought  approximately  50,000 
acres  of  land  into  public  ownership  in  the  Sutton  Mountain  and  Bridge  Creek  area,  near 
Mitchell,  Oregon.  The  interdisciplinary  team  working  on  this  project  has  fully  developed  five 
management  alternatives.  These  five  alternatives  went  out  for  public  review  in  the  form  of  an 
environmental  assessment  (EA)  in  March  of  1995.  Copies  were  mailed  to  the  public  and 
available  at  the  Prineville  District  Office  for  review.  By  the  end  of  the  review  period,  166 
comments  were  received. 

A  detailed  analysis  of  the  comments  revealed  that  the  proposed  action  (alternative  D)  received 
the  greatest  amount  of  support.  The  resulting  decision  will  reflect  the  public  responses  we  re- 
ceived. The  decision  will  also  include  a  social  and  economic  analysis  section  that  was  origi- 
nally not  included  in  the  EA.  The  final  decision  will  be  published  and  available  for  public  re- 
view later  this  spring. 

Current  management  practices  will  continue  on  Sutton  Mountain  until  the  decision  is  final. 
The  only  interim  changes  involve  a  greater  emphasis  on  improving  the  anadromous  fish 
streams  in  the  area  and  the  initiation  of  a  five  year  project  with  local  land  owners  to  control 
noxious  weeds  on  selected  areas  in  the  John  Day  River  Basin.  One  of  the  primary  areas  for 
noxious  weed  control  will  be  the  Sutton  Mountain  CRMP  area.  For  more  information  please 
contact  Lyle  Andrews  at  (541)  416-6715. 
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The  Prineville  District  BLM  is  a  partner  in  a  new  interagency  fire  organization  for  Central  Oregon.  The 
Prineville  BLM,  the  Deschutes  National  Forest,  and  the  Ochoco  National  Forest  have  combined  their  fire  man- 
agement organizations  into  one  management  team.  There  is  now  one  fire  staff  manager  for  all  three  agencies  with 
supporting  staff  at  each  of  the  agencies.  The  Deschutes  National  Forest  will  have  a  deputy  fire  staff  officer  and 
the  Prineville  BLM  and  Ochoco  National  Forest  combined  will  have  a  deputy  fire  staff  officer.  Each  deputy  will 
have  an  assistant  to  help  manage  their  areas  of  responsibility. 

This  provides  an  opportunity  to  more  closely  coordinate  the  fire  management  activities  of  all  agencies.  Each 
agency  will  currently  maintain  their  existing  fire  organizations,  but  opportunities  for  combining  functional  areas 
may  occur  in  the  future.  The  organizations  have  worked  closely  in  the  past,  but  this  is  a  major  step  to  total 
agency  cooperation.  The  State  Department  of  Forestry  and  the  Warm  Springs  Indian  Agency  are  not  involved  in 
the  reorganization  but  are  integral  partners  in  the  local  interagency  cooperation. 

Part  of  the  reorganization  also  incudes  the  establishment  of  a  new  Interagency  Dispatch  Center.  The  Ochoco 
National  Forest,  Prineville  BLM,  and  the  Oregon  Department  of  Forestry  have  been  involved  in  an  interagency 
dispatch  for  nine  years,  but  the  new  organization  provides  the  opportunity  for  the  Deschutes  National  Forest  to 
become  a  partner  as  well.  The  Center,  now  located  at  the  Prineville/Crook  County  Airport,  will  provide  dispatch- 
ing services  for  federal  and  state  fire  suppression  resources  responsible  for  over  4  million  acres  of  protection  in 
eleven  Central  Oregon  counties.  The  Center  will  have  one  of  the  largest  workloads  for  an  initial  attack  dispatch 
organization  in  the  United  States.  For  more  information,  please  contact  Steve  Lent  at  (541)  416-6744. 

WEED  MANAGEMENT 
BRIDGE  CREEK 
DEMONSTRATION  AREA 


The  65,000  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Sutton  Mountain  area  has  been  recently  designated  one  of  three  national 
Demonstration  Weed  Management  Project  Areas.  This  project  is  intended  to  highlight  what  can  be  accom- 
plished through  cooperation  and  partnership  building  between  government  agencies  and  private  landowners.  The 
project  will  be  used  to  document  both  successes  and  failures  thus  providing  guidance  for  future  weed  manage- 
ment in  other  public  land  areas.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  demonstration  will  improve  efficiency  in  weed  manage- 
ment while  also  increasing  public  and  employee  awareness  of  the  need  for  noxious  weed  management  on  public 
and  private  lands. 

The  objectives  of  the  project  are  to  demonstrate  that: 

(1)  land  owners,  agencies  and  other  interests  can  cooperatively  work  together  to  effectively  manage  noxious 

weeds; 

(2)  new  weed  infestations  constitute  an  'emergency'  and  will  receive  immediate  attention;  and 

(3)  the  'presuppression/initial  attack  fire/weed  model'  is  an  effective  tool  to  assist  others  in  understanding  the 

need  and  urgency  for  preventing  new  weed  infestations. 

This  project  is  being  initiated  during  1996  and  is  scheduled  to  continue  for  at  least  five  years.  The  project  is  also 
expected  to  expand  to  other  areas  in  the  John  Day  basin  in  future  years.  For  more  information  on  the  weed 
initiative  contact  Joe  Wichman  at  (541)  416-6737. 


PALEONTOLOGY  PROGRAM 


This  past  year  has  been  a  busy  and  exciting  one  for  the  paleontol- 
ogy program.  In  part,  this  was  due  to  BLM's  continued  coordina- 
tion with  the  National  Park  Service(NPS)  John  Day  Fossil  Beds 
National  Monument. 

The  two  agencies  worked  closely  on  a  number  of  on-going  out- 
reach programs  with  the  Oregon  Museum  of  Science  and  Industry 
(OMSI).  The  agreement  with  OMSI's  Camp  Hancock  to  use  the 
Sorefoot  Creek  Fossil  Locality  as  a  teaching/training  aid  was  re- 
newed this  year.  This  effort  produces  significant  information  on 
Amphicyonids  (bear-dogs).  Support  for  OMSI's  Young  Scholars 
Program,  which  allows  high  school  students  to  participate  in  real 
research  projects  alongside  professionals,  was  also  continued  this 
year.  Through  this  apprenticeship  program,  projects  including 
geologic  mapping  of  species  distribution  and  the  study  of  the  hy- 
draulics that  form  the  highly  eroded  and  dramatic  landscapes  in 
which  the  fossils  are  found,  were  initiated  in  the  Sutton  Mountain 
and  Logan  Butte  areas. 

Geologic  mapping  by  Dr.  James  E.  Martin,  South  Dakota  School 
of  Mines  and  Technology  took  place  at  the  Rattlesnake  and  Mascall  Formations  near  Dayville  .  A  con- 
tract was  also  given  to  Dr.  Eric  Bestland,  University  of  Oregon,  to  conduct  geo-chronologic  mapping  of 
the  Logan  Butte  Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern  .  This  mapping  will  provide  essential  baseline 
data  important  for  future  management  of  the  area.  These  are  the  first  formal  studies  conducted  on  fossil 
localities  in  the  Prineville  District.  Both  efforts  were  coordinated  with  the  NPS. 


In  addition,  the  NPS  and  BLM  coordinated  to  refurbish  the 
Dayville  Field  Quarters  trailer.  This  trailer  will  provide  tempo- 
rary housing  for  visiting  paleontologists  conducting  research  on 
fossil  beds  in  the  vicinity.    This  will  benefit  both  the  NPS  and 
BLM  by  saving  housing  and  per  diem  costs.  Our  cooperative  ef- 
forts in  these  nationally  and  internationally  significant  areas  were 
highlighted  at  a  national  conference  during  November,  1994,  in 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado. 

Finally,  editing  and  signing  of  the  OR/WA  BLM  vertebrate  fossil 
resources  management  strategy  was  completed  this  year.  This 
document  outlines  the  philosophy  and  management  direction  of 
the  BLM  in  OR/WA  concerning  vertebrate  fossils.  It  is  coordi- 
nated and  consistent  with  Bureau-wide  policy  but  is  more  com- 
prehensive than  the  national  directives.  For  more  information, 
please  contact  John  Zancanella  at  (541)  416-6735. 
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Environmental  Assessment  Register 

Each  year  BLM  resource  specialists  identify  projects  which  will  enhance  or  maintain  resource  values  on 
public  land  within  the  Prineville  District.  In  addition,  we  receive  public  requests  for  various  uses, 
including  rights-of-way,  land  exchanges  and  recreational  events.  A  necessary  part  of  the  planning  for 
these  projects  and  use  authorizations  is  the  environmental  documentation.  The  following  table  lists 
environmental  assessments  (EAs)  projected  for  initiation  during  fiscal  year  1996  that  have  not  appeared 
in  previous  planning  update  documents.  Maps  2,  3,  4,  and  5  depict  the  approximate  location  of  each. 


EA  Name 


Project  Description 


Project  Location       Affected 
Special 
Area 


Estimated     Public  Contact 

Completio 

n  Date 


Badlands  WSA  Closures  of  ways  along  Badlands  WSA  east       Badlands 

Vehicle  Restrictions    highway  20,  possible  further      of  Bend  WSA 

restrictions 


March  1996    Berry  Phelps 


Barker  Fence 


.8  miles  offence  to  control 
livestock 


6  miles  north  of 
Picture  Gorge 


None 


April  1996      Brent  Ralston 


Bear  Creek  Buttes      Open  area  to  public 
Firewood  Area  firewood  cutting 


5  miles  north  of 
Millican 


None 


June  1996       Syd  Williamson 


Big  Sky  Allotment      Allotment  evaluation  and 
Evaluation  and  management  plan 

AMP 


Big  Sky  Allotment,        John  Day        March  1996    Craig  Obermiller 
Gilliam  County  W&S  River 


Cline  Buttes  Guzzler  Install  wildlife  watering 

device  and  exclosure  fence 


La  Pine  Personal  Authorize  firewood  and 

Use  Firewood  and  post/pole  cutting  on  1,200 

Post/Pole  Cutting  acres 
Area 

La  Pine  State  Park  Salvage,  forest  health,  and 

Timber  Sale  fuels  treatment  on  150-200 


West  slope  of  Cli 

ine 

None 

Buttes,  west  of 
Redmond 

Several  locations 

near 

None 

La  Pine 

La  Pine  State 

La  Pine 

Recreation  Area 

State 

June  1996       Sarah  Nichols 


May  1996       Steve  Castillo 


Fall  1996        Steve  Castillo 
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E\S rCJ H    U    T 


BLM  Land  (Public  Land) 

U.  S.  Forest  Service 

Two  Rivers  Planning  Area  Boundary 

Approximate  Location  of  EAs 
[WILLS]  EA  Name 


U.    S.    DEPARTMENT    OF    THE    INTERIOR 
Bureau    of    Land    Management 

PRINEVILLE    DISTRICT 

1996 

TWO  RIVERS  RMP  AREA 

MAP  2 

Planning  Area 

and 
Land  Status 


C3-01-96 


BLM  Land  (Public  Land) 
US  Forest  Service 
District  Boundary 


Approximate  Location  of  EAs 
[BARKER]        EA  Name 


US  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

PRINEVILLE  DISTRICT 

1996 

JOHN  DAY  RMP  AREA 

MAP  3 
Land  Status 


-N- 


SCALE 


5  Miles 


C3-0I    91 


T.ms.1* 


C3-01-96 


10  MILES 


WHEELER    CO 
R.24E  R25E 


BLM  Land 

US  Forest  Service  Land 

State  Land 

Private  Land 


APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION  OF  EAs 

[BADLANDS]       EA  Name 


US  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
Bureau  of  Land  Management 

PRINEVILLE  DISTRICT 

1996 

BROTHERS/LA  PINE  PLANNING  AREA 

MAP  4 

Land  Status 
Brothers  Portion 


BLM  Land 

US  Forest  Service  Land       ^  '  *  ^' 

State  Land 

STAT] 

Private  Land  | jri 


Planning  Area  Boundary 

Approximate  Location  of  EA 
[LA  PINE  EA  Name 

STATE  PARK] 


MILES 


C3-01-96 


US  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

PRINEVILLE  DISTRICT 

1996 

BROTHERS/LA  PINE  AREA 

MAP  5 

Land  Status 

La  Pine  Portion 


acres 

Recreation 
Area 

Pictograph  Cave 

Protect  cultural,  biological 

Not  Available 

None 

Management  Plan 

and  recreational  resources  at 
cave 

State  Selection  - 

Transfer  of  640  acres  to 

East  of  Bend 

None 

Section  1 1 

State  of  Oregon 

Western  Radio 

Communication  site  for 

Cline  Butte 

None 

Services 

paging  service 

Will's  Road 

Build  1/4  mile  access  road 

7  miles  west  of 

None 

(OR#52536) 

to  residence 

Mitchell 

Sept.  1996       Sarah  Nichols 


Sept.  1996      Phil  Paterno 


March  1997    Phil  Paterno 


June  1996       Ron  Lane 


This  list  is  not  all-inclusive.    Some  additional  EAs  will  be  prepared  for  projects  not  listed.    This  is  because  we  aren't 
able  to  anticipate  all  projects  or  use  authorizations  generated  by  public  demand,  and  time  constraints  often  require 
prompt  action.    However,  we  publish  a  notice  of  availability  (NO A)  for  all  EAs  and  Findings  of  No  Significant  Impact 
(FONSIs)  every  Thursday,  as  needed,  in  Prineville's  newspaper,  the  Central  Oregonian.    We  also  publish  NOAs  in  the 
newspaper  local  to  the  action.    This  informs  the  public  of  our  activities  and  allows  them  to  be  involved  to  whatever 
extent  they  want. 


The  following  EAs  have  been  identified  in  past  planning  updates  and  are  still  pending: 


EA  Name 


Project  Description 


Project  Location     Affected  Special    Public 
Area  Contact 


Antelope  Creek 
Spring  and  Juniper 
Control 


Develop  spring  and  thin  juniper  for  10  miles  SE  of  None 

watershed  enhancement  Prineville  Reservoir 


Sid  Houpt 


Big  Baldy  Allotment    Construct  1  mile  fence  &  develop     Big  Baldy  Area, 
Range  5  springs  for  improved  grazing  South  Fork 

Improvements  management  Crooked  River 


None 


Ken  Primrose 


Burnt  Ranch 
Recreation  Site  Plan 


Project  plan 


Burnt  Ranch 
Recreation  Site 


Lower  John  Day 
W&S  River 


Heidi  Mottl 


Clarno  Stream  Stream  channel  rehabilitation  and 

Rehabilitation  bank  stabilization 


Clarno  Area 


Lower  John  Day 
W&S  River 


Mary  D'aversa 


Cottonwood 
Creek/Mascall 
Allotment  Range 
Improvements 


Spring  development  and  juniper  cut  Cottonwood  Creek 
for  livestock/watershed/wildlife         area,  SW  of 

Dayville 


None 


Ken  Primrose 
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Criterion  Exchange 


Cummings  Creek 
Spring  Development 

Dyke  Creek  Aspen 
Enhancement 


Acquisition  of  9000  acres  through 
purchase  or  exchange 

Thin  juniper  in  75'  X  100'  area 
around  spring,  pile  slash 

Thin  juniper  from  aspen  stand 


Criterion  Ranch 
area  south  of 
Maupin 

12  miles  NE  of 
Mount  Vernon 

Cottonwood  Creek 
near  Dayville 


Lower  Deschutes 
W&S  River 


None 


None 


Ron  Lane 


Brent  Ralston 


Scott  Cooke 


G.I.  Ranch  Land 
Exchange 

Gerry  Mtn. 
Prescribed  burn 


Exchange  to  ease  land  management 
and  improve  wildlife  habitat  values 

Burn  1000  acres  within  5000  acre 
area  to  reintroduce  fire  ecosystem 


G.I.  Ranch,  near 
Hampton 


None 


North  and  East  of       Gerry  Mtn.  WSA 
Gerry  Mtn. 


Ron  Lane 


Don  Zalunardo 


Kelly  Canyon 
Juniper  Burn  and 
Spring 


Lower  John  Day 
River  Weed 
Initiative 


Mauer  Allotment 
Evaluation  and 
Implementation 

Millican  Valley 
OHV  Management 
Plan 


30  acres  prescribed  burning  and 
spring  development 


Integrated  weed  management  of 
public  land 


Grazing  management  plan,  fence 
and  spring  development 


Update  OHV  plan  to  emphasize 
trail  design,  signs,  etc. 


Camp  Creek 

None 

Don  Zalunardc 

Community 

Allotment  SW  of 

Paulina 

Lower  John  Day 

John  Day  W&S 

Larry  Thomas 

River  area 

River;  Lower  John 
Day  Thirty  Mile 
and  North  Pole 
Ridge  WSAs 

Sorefoot  Creek, 

Lower  John  Day 

Craig 

Clarno 

W&S  River 

Obermiller 

Millican  Valley, 

None 

Berry  Phelps 

East  of  Bend 

Moffitt-Millican 
Pipeline 

Pine  Gorge/Alkali 
Butte  Juniper 
Control 


Install  6  miles  of  water  pipeline  to    About  6  miles  SE 
improve  livestock  management  of  Millican 


None 


Cut  500  acres  invasive  juniper  to 
improve  watershed  conditions 


Salt  Creek  None 

Allotment,  South  of 
Prineville  Reservoir 


Paul  Schmidt 


Sid  Houpt 


Powell  Butte 
Pipeline 


Livestock  water  pipeline  to 
facilitate  grazing  management 


North  of  Alfalfa 


None 


Teal  Purrington 


Priest  Hole 
Recreation  Site  Plan 


Development  of  existing  recreation   Between 

site  to  protect  resources  and  Twickenham  and 

enhance  recreation  Bridge  Creek 


Lower  John  Day 
W&S  River 


Heidi  Mottl 
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Rattray  Allotment 
Evaluation  and 
Implementation 

Redmond  Caves 


Reposa  Sale 


Construction  and  Spring 
Development 

Develop  Redmond  Caves  into 
educational/interpretive  site 


related  to  historic  occupancy 


Service  Creek  Land      Land  exchange  with  the  State  to 
Exchange  acquire  the  Service  Creek 

Recreation  Site 

Spray  Pasture  Burn       Burn  1000  acres  to  create 
vegetative  mosaic 


Squaw  Creek 
Juniper  Control 


Juniper  cutting  for  watershed 
enhancement 


Thirtymile  Creek 

Lower  John  Day 

Craig 

W&S  River  and 

Obermiller 

Thirtymile  WSA 

Redmond 

None 

Sarah  Nichols 

5  miles  West  of 

None 

Ron  Lane 

Mitchell 

Service  Creek, 

Lower  John  Day 

Ron  Lane 

along  John  Day 

W&S  River 

River 

Upper  South  Fork 

Gerry  Mountain 

Don  Zalunardo 

Crooked  River 

WSA 

Squaw  Creek 

None 

Ken  Primrose 

Allotment  NW  of 

Picture  Gorge 

Sweet  Marie  Aspen      Juniper  cut/burn  for  aspen  stand 
enhancement 


Sheep  Mountain,         None 
SW  of  Paulina 


Scott  Cooke 


Ward  Creek 
Allotment  Fence 


Short  section  of  fence  to  control        NE  of  Willowdale       None 
livestock 


J.C.  Hanf 


Windy  Point  Juniper  Juniper  cutting  for  Windy  Point,  east       None 

Cutting  watershed/wildlife  enhancement  of  Picture  Gorge 

Yreka  Butte  Juniper  Juniper  cutting  for  wildlife  habitat  Yreka  Butte,  south      None 

Control  enhancement  of  Hampton 


Ken  Primrose 


Sid  Houpt 


The  following  E As/project,  identified  in  past  planning  updates,  have  been  cancelled: 

Cow  Canyon  Allotment  Fence 

Limmeroth  Watershed  Management  Plan 

Matt  Day  Land  Exchange 

McCarty  Creek  Spring 

Reynolds  Pond  Project  Plan 

Seale  Allotment  Evaluation  Implementation 

Sixmile  Allotment  Evaluation  and  Fence  Construction 

Smith  Rocks  Exchange 

South  Junction  Recreation  Site 

Spud  Allotment  Evaluation  and  Implementation 

Steelhead  Falls  Project  Plan 

West  Butte  Juniper  Control 
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Key  to  abbreviations: 

AMP   =     Allotment  Management  Plan 
EA       =     Environmental  Assessment 
OHV    =     Off  Highway  Vehicle 
WSA   =     Wilderness  Study  Area 
W&S  =     Wild  and  Scenic 


Important  Notes  for  Public  Participation 

If  you  would  like  to  be  involved  in  the  planning  process  for  any  particular  project  or  would 
simply  like  to  receive  a  copy  of  an  EA  for  review,  note  the  name  of  the  EA  and  contact  the 
District  Environmental  Coordinator.    This  should  be  done  as  early  as  possible  to  allow  for 
full  consideration  of  your  ideas. 

Also,  if  you  would  like  to  be  on  our  district's  general  environmental  assessment  mailing  list 
(this  will  enable  us  to  send  you  the  mid-year  EA  Register,  send  you  EAs  related  to  a 
resource  for  which  you  have  shown  an  interest  in,  and  send  you  any  other  pertinent 
information),  please  write  to  the  District  Environmental  Coordinator  with  your  request.    If 
you  have  already  done  this  you  don't  need  to  do  it  again. 
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